
 

 

Zee Aguilar has been a staff member at the MLB Urban Youth Academy since 2006.  She serves in the capacity of Office 

Administrator, Assistant to Mr. Don Buford, Academy Manager and former Assistant to Mr. Darrell Miller, VP Youth and 

Facility Development.  

Even though she has never played sports competitively, she was given the opportunity to work at the baseball Academy by 

Mr. Darrell Miller.   

A native of Los Angeles, CA, She now resides in beautiful Long Beach, CA with her spouse and their menagerie of pets.   

 

In her free time, she enjoys going to Sci-Fi movies and Dave Matthews Band Concerts. She has been a proud Trekkie since 

the age of 10 and loves all the Star Trek movies with the exception of Star Trek #5 (it was ok, but not great, so it’s more ‘like’ 

than ‘love’).  Her favorite directors of Star Trek movies are Leonard Nimoy (who plays the original Mr. Spock in the Star Trek 

movies) and Jonathan Frakes (First Officer in Star Trek the Next Generation).  Favorite moment: When Geordi La Forge, 

Chief Engineer of the Enterprise, who was born blind, regains his sight (briefly) chose to see what a sunrise looked like- Next 

Generation movie, Insurrection.  

 

Favorite people, past and present-  

 

Mary Webb:  (25 March 1881 – 8 October 1927), was an English romantic novelist and poet of the early 20th century, whose 

work is set chiefly in the Shropshire countryside and among Shropshire characters and people which she knew. One of her 

favorite books from her collection is Precious Bane.  It is one of the most beautiful love stories, (in Zee’s humble opinion). 

Janette Oke: (born 18 February 1935) is a Canadian author and pioneer of inspirational fiction. Her books are often set in a 

pioneer time period and centered on female protagonists.  

 

People I admire: 

 

Andrew Vachss: Andrew Vachss is an attorney who represents children and youth exclusively, with 30 years’ experience in 

child protective work. He has been a federal investigator in sexually transmitted diseases, a social services caseworker, and 

a labor organizer. He also directed a maximum security prison for "aggressive-violent" youth.  

He is a passionate advocate against animal abuse such as dog-fighting, and against breed-specific legislative bans. With 

fellow crime writer James Colbert, Vachss has trained dogs to serve as therapy dogs for abused children. The dogs have a 

calming effect on traumatized children. Vachss notes that using these particular breeds further increases the victims' feelings 

of security; their "dangerous" appearance, in combination with the extensive therapy training, makes them excellent 

protection against human threats.
 
 During her time as chief prosecutor, Alice Vachss regularly brought one such trained dog, 

Sheba, to work with abused children being interviewed at the Special Victims Bureau. 

Tony La Russa and wife Elaine: are the founders of Tony La Russa's Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF), headquartered in 
Walnut Creek, California, which saves abandoned and injured animals as well as running programs to bring dog and cat 
visits to abused children, hospital patients, seniors and shut-ins.  
 
R.A. Dickey: Robert Allen "R.A." Dickey is an American baseball pitcher for the Toronto Blue Jays of Major League Baseball. 
He previously played for the Texas Rangers, Seattle Mariners, Minnesota Twins and New York Mets 
In 2012, Dickey published a memoir titled Wherever I Wind Up: My Quest for Truth, Authenticity and the Perfect 
Knuckleball. He also has a deal with a publisher to write three children’s books including a children’s version of his memoir. 
 
In his book, Dickey bravely opens up about his parent’s tumultuous relationship, battling suicidal thoughts and the sexual 
abuse he experienced as a child. While concealing the sexual abuse for 23 years, Dickey found solace in baseball. 
Whereas high profile athletes in other sports have approached the topic of sexual abuse, Dickey is forging a relatively new 
path in the baseball world. 
Inspired by Ernest Hemingway’s The Snows of Kilimanjaro, Dickey scaled Mount Kilimanjaro. The ascent to Uhuru Peak, just 
under 20,000 feet above sea level, raised $100,000 to battle human trafficking in India  
 
Working for Major League Baseball has been an amazing experience.  I am slowly becoming a fan of the sport. I have found 
that the athletes mentioned above are not just athletes you see on the field and on television, to me, they have become an 
example of the life you can lead even after great adversity, how as an individual you can make a difference to yourself and to 
others by helping those who are defenseless and bring comfort to those who need it. These individuals will always be 
admired for their baseball talents and baseball management abilities, but I hope they are admired even more for the 
difference they’ve made in the lives of others and for their kindness.  – End 
 
 
 
 
Zee Aguilar is one of five, lives in Long Beach, CA.  She has two cats, Emily (Emi) and Sandy.  Two dogs, Edward and TJ and one chicken named Lucy, she 
has red feathers.  Her spouse Fonso does not exist according to her pets.  Mother Martha is enjoying early retirement and is only acknowledged by her pets 
because she feeds them treats when she visits. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shropshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inspirational_fiction
http://vachss.com/vachss/whoswho.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_abuse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_fighting_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breed-specific_legislation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Therapy_dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_Rescue_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walnut_Creek,_California
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/09/06/mets-ace-r-a-dickey-signs-deal-to-have-three-childrens-books-published/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
http://espn.go.com/new-york/mlb/story/_/id/7742411/new-york-mets-ra-dickey-chronicles-discovery-syringe-sexual-abuse-memoir
http://www2.macleans.ca/2009/10/09/theoren-fleury-was-abused-an-absolute-nightmare-every-day-of-my-life/
http://www.thepostgame.com/blog/dish/201111/mets-pitcher-risking-4-million-salary-climb-mount-kilimanjaro

